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because of their ignorance, and now earn their living by
attending Shradhas and other religious ceremonies for
the dead.    The Agraddnis.    These have fallen in caste,
and  can   only intermarry  amongst   their   own  class,
because they do not scruple to take presents at the Preta
Shradha, or the first ceremonies for the  dead.     The
Maraiporas repeat the mantras over the dead, by which
act their honour is lost.     The Rapali Brahmans are
those who perform religious ceremonies for the Rapalis
who work in jute : in like manner, those who do similar
acts for goldsmiths, fishermen, etc., bear the name of
the class for whom their services are available.    Gener-
ally the doing of religious duty for low-caste  Hindus
lowers them in the esteem of their caste fellows, who
will not eat with them.    The Pir Ali Brahmans.    To
this  class  some  of the  most  respectable  families  of
Calcutta  belong.     Years  ago  one  of their ancestors
went to the house of a Mussulman, where a trick was
played him.     The Mussulman had heard it said that
to "smell food was half eating it;"   and wishing to
convert some of the Brahmans in his neighbourhood, he
invited them to his house, and then ordered his dinner
to be served.    They smelt the food, and their caste was
gone.     Some of them became Mussulmans; but one
who preferred to remain a Hindu, became the founder
of another class, called the Pir Ali, after the man who
had brought this trouble upon him.

Though many of the Brahmans have taken to other
employment, many are supported by lands given for
this purpose by kings and rich men. At the religious
festivals they are well paid for work, though they
complain bitterly of the evil times in which their lot is
cast.

From the census of 1881 a few interesting facts can